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ULQEU
15 June 1950

MEMORANDUM FOR: D{(Pub, ORE
25X1A

'SUBJECT ¢ Ho~-Chi-Minh
25X1A

REFERENCE : Case [

ATTENTION

..

1. It has come to the attention of this office that
there is a rumor that subject is dead.

2. It is known that Ho-Chi-Minh has suffered a ,
malignency for several years and that Indo-Chinese insurgents
have been grooming another man to replace him, ,

3. It is requested that you evaluate the above rumor

and supply this office with any available information on
Ho-Chi—kﬁQnéx*?Aunderstudy, if in fact one does exist.

Lo I o this office, extension 3215, is
acquainted with this request.

25X1A

D
/7 /3 5~
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MEMORANDUM FOR CHIEFR, PUBLICATIONS DIViSION

SUBJECT:  Tronamission of fAAf/ fervort |

SCLOSURE:  IP=135 "Ho Chi Minh® . ..
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1. Enclosure ip forwarded herewith for review and, if regulred,
Tor formal coordination with the departmental intelligence organi-
#ations, No

2., ‘fhis drait report hus beon coordingted informally with the
arganizations checked belows
None
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IP-1356
SUBJECT: He Ohi Minh

The follewing informetion on He Chi ¥inh is from dooumentery material
availeble in D/FE ORE:

as Rugor that Ho Ohl Minh is dead. 25X1C

25X1C

Ho reliable
information from other scurces is available. The correspondent of
the Paris newspaper FRAICUK SOIR reported from Indechine in ¥ay that
acoording to a "very reliable sourge” Ho Chi Mink is "alive and
flourishing, but ro longer partiocipstes motively in leading the
Tiet Minh,® Broadossts of the "Repubdlic of Vietnaw" rsdio olte
Hsvg physioal presence at s cabimet mecting of mid-Hay 1950.

hq

tig 48 krown to have been siling for many years. He iz reported to
have Doen suffering from tubersulosis as sarly ss 1933. Howover, he
wag vory wuch on his feet during 1846. Although he was bedwridden
just vefore the evacumtion of Hanoi by the Eepublican govermment
in Dgoember 1946, hs wes reported by the last nsutral observers %o
sse him alive to have been on his feet spein in May 1947 or shortly
tharealtor.

ae ilo's succesasr.

Avallable sources of information do not point elearly to any single
individusl A% the most likely successor to Ho. There are seversl
leading candidatos who are identified below together with their
gqualificstions for the joby sll are Communistass

Vo Nguyen Gisp = & relatively young men (about 40} who sommands grest
vowsr and prestige as C-ineC of Armed Forces and ¥inister of
Hational Vefense, He is & Sommunist snd has generally been
rozarded as Number 2 man in the Hepublic of Vietnar.,

Sham Van Dong - Vice=Fremier sf the Republio of Vietnamg apyrointed
to that position in July 1448, Te 18 a veteran of Vietnanese
revolutionary sotivity, and is & man of great energy end inteiligence.

Uang Xwan ¥hu (alias Truong Chink) - Although not publisly prominexd
witil ®ie recent emerzesce under the slias Truong Chimh, this
person has been active in the Republio of Vietnam since its
foundinge He has almost certainly been a member of the Mrecting
Jommittes (Tong Bo) of the Viet Einh, I portrali was one of three
whioh were prominently displayed (the others were those of Ho Chi
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in Ba Cang TRlias Hoang Quoo Viet) - His eareor parallels that of Dang
Xuan ¥hus Previously 1ittle publieliged, though long active as &
Communi st organizer, Hoang “Yuooc Yiet has emerpged as the powsriul
inoumbent of two key, seml-offieial, positions: Ssoretary Uenersl
of ;::h@ Viet ¥inh, and “hairman of the Vistnamess General Confederstion

of Leboy

Hguyen Khanh Toan = Under-seorctary and reportedly the real power within
the Hinistry of Bdueation. Ho 1s reported by Ho Uovernment sources
to have studied in Hosoow,
Hong Zong prese scurces speeifically olted Tomn as flo Thi imkh'e
sucengsor. 1he relatively poor publisity which he has ressived in
fio Covernment sources tends to belie this report.
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